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§ 417.5 Notice. 
Notice of hearing shall be given not 

less than 10 days before such hearing is 
held unless the parties agree to a 
shorter notice period. Such notice shall 
be transmitted to the labor organiza-
tion and the officer(s) accused of mis-
conduct and other interested persons, 
insofar as they are known, and shall in-
form them of: 

(a) The time, place, and nature of the 
hearings; 

(b) The legal authority and jurisdic-
tion under which the hearing is to be 
held; and 

(c) The matters of fact and law as-
serted. 
The Labor organization shall inform 
its members of the provisions of the 
notice and copies of the notice shall be 
made available for inspection at the of-
fices of the labor organization.

§ 417.6 Powers of Administrative Law 
Judge. 

The designated Administrative Law 
Judge shall have authority: 

(a) To give notice concerning and to 
conduct hearings; 

(b) To administer oaths and affirma-
tions; 

(c) To issue subpoenas; 
(d) To rule upon offers of proof and 

receive relevant evidence; 
(e) To take or cause depositions to be 

taken whenever the ends of justice 
would be served thereby; 

(f) To regulate the course of the hear-
ing; 

(g) To hold conferences for the settle-
ment or simplification of the issues by 
consent of the parties; 

(h) To dispose of procedural requests 
or other matters; 

(i) To limit the number of witnesses 
at hearings, or limit or exclude evi-
dence or testimony which may be irrel-
evant, immaterial, or cumulative; 

(j) If appropriate or necessary to ex-
clude persons or counsel from partici-
pation in hearings for refusing any 
proper request for information or docu-
mentary evidence, or for contumacious 
conduct; 

(k) To grant continuances or resched-
ule hearings for good cause shown; 

(l) To consider and decide procedural 
matters; 

(m) To take any other actions au-
thorized by the regulations in this 
part. 

The Administrative Law Judge’s au-
thority in the case shall terminate 
upon his filing of the record and his 
initial decision with the Assistant Sec-
retary, or when he shall have with-
drawn from the case upon considering 
himself disqualified, or upon termi-
nation of his authority by the Assist-
ant Secretary for good cause stated. 
However, the Administrative Law 
Judge’s authority may be reinstated 
upon referral of some or all the issues 
by the Assistant Secretary for rehear-
ing. This authority will terminate 
upon certification of the rehearing 
record to the Assistant Secretary.

§ 417.7 Transcript. 

An official reporter shall make the 
only official transcript of the pro-
ceedings. Copies of the official tran-
script shall be made available upon re-
quest addressed to the Assistant Sec-
retary in accordance with the provi-
sions of part 70 of this title. 

[50 FR 31310, Aug. 1, 1985, as amended at 63 
FR 33779, June 19, 1998]

§ 417.8 Appearances. 

The Department of Labor does not 
maintain a register of persons or attor-
neys who may participate at hearings. 
Any interested person may appear and 
be heard in person or be represented by 
counsel.

§ 417.9 Evidence; contumacious or dis-
orderly conduct. 

(a) Formal rules of evidence or proce-
dure in use in courts of law or equity 
shall not obtain. Rules of evidence are 
to be within the discretion of the Ad-
ministrative Law Judge. However, it 
shall be the policy to exclude testi-
mony or matter which is irrelevant, 
immaterial, or unduly repetitious. 

(b) Contumacious or disorderly con-
duct at a hearing may be ground for ex-
clusion therefrom. The refusal of a wit-
ness at any hearing to answer any 
questions which have been ruled to be 
proper shall, in the discretion of the 
Administrative Law Judge be ground 
for striking all testimony previously
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given by such witness on related mat-
ter. 

(c) At any stage of the hearing the 
Administrative Law Judge may call for 
further evidence or testimony on any 
matter. After the hearing has been 
closed, no further information shall be 
received on any matter, except where 
provision shall have been made for it at 
the hearing, or except as the Adminis-
trative Law Judge or Assistant Sec-
retary may direct by reopening the 
hearing. 

[29 FR 8264, July 1, 1964, as amended at 29 FR 
8480, July 7, 1964]

§ 417.10 Rights of participants. 

Every interested person shall have 
the right to present oral or documen-
tary evidence, to submit evidence in 
rebuttal, and to conduct such examina-
tion or cross-examination as may be 
required for a full and true disclosure 
of the facts (subject to the rulings of 
the Administrative Law Judge), and to 
object to admissions or exclusions of 
evidence. The Department of Labor, 
through its officers and attorneys shall 
have all rights accorded interested per-
sons by the provisions of this subpart 
A.

§ 417.11 Objections to evidence. 

Objections to the admission or exclu-
sion of evidence may be made orally or 
in writing, but shall be in short form, 
stating the grounds for such objection. 
The transcript shall not include argu-
ment or debate thereon except as re-
quired by the Administrative Law 
Judge. Rulings on such objections shall 
be a part of the transcript. No such ob-
jections shall be deemed waived by fur-
ther participation in the hearing. For-
mal exceptions are unnecessary and 
will not be taken to rulings on objec-
tions.

§ 417.12 Proposed findings and conclu-
sions. 

Within 10 days following the close of 
hearings, interested persons may sub-
mit proposed findings and conclusions 
to the Administrative Law Judge, to-
gether with supporting reasons there-
for, which shall become a part of the 
record.

§ 417.13 Initial decision of Administra-
tive Law Judge. 

Within 25 days following the period 
for submitting proposed findings and 
conclusions, the Administrative Law 
Judge shall consider the whole record, 
file an initial decision as to the ade-
quacy of the constitution and bylaws 
for the purpose of removing officers 
with the Assistant Secretary, and for-
ward a copy to each party partici-
pating in the hearing. His decision 
shall become a part of the record and 
shall include a statement of his find-
ings and conclusions, as well as the 
reasons or basis therefor, upon all ma-
terial issues.

§ 417.14 Form and time for filing of ap-
peal with the Assistant Secretary. 

(a) An interested person may appeal 
from the Administrative Law Judge’s 
initial decision by filing written excep-
tions with the Assistant Secretary 
within 15 days of the issuance of the 
Administrative Law Judge’s initial de-
cision (or such additional time as the 
Assistant Secretary may allow), to-
gether with supporting reasons for 
such exceptions. Blanket appeals shall 
not be received. Impertinent or scan-
dalous matter may be stricken by the 
Assistant Secretary, or an appeal con-
taining such matter or lacking in spec-
ification of exceptions may be dis-
missed. 

(b) In the absence of either an appeal 
to the Assistant Secretary or review of 
the Administrative Law Judge’s initial 
decision by the Assistant Secretary on 
his own motion, such initial decision 
shall become the decision of the Assist-
ant Secretary.

§ 417.15 Decision of the Assistant Sec-
retary. 

Upon appeal filed with the Assistant 
Secretary pursuant to § 417.14, or with-
in his discretion upon his own motion, 
the complete record of the proceedings 
shall be certified to him; he shall no-
tify all interested persons who partici-
pated in the proceedings; and he shall 
review the record, the exceptions filed 
and supporting reasons, and shall issue 
a decision as to the adequacy of the 
constitution and bylaws for the pur-
pose of removing officers, or shall 
order such further proceedings as he
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